
UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTALPROTECTION AGENCY
REGION 10

1200 Sixth Avenue
Seattle, WA 98101

June 13, 2003

Reply To
AttnOf: ECL-117

David W. Godlewski
Teck Cominco American Incorporated
15918 East Euclid Avenue
Spokane, Washington 99216-1815

Dear Mr. Godlewski:

I wanted to respond in writing to your request that the U.S. Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) allow Teck Cominco American Incorporated (Teck Cominco) an additional
month to respond to my letter to you, dated May 27, 2003. As you are aware, EPA has explained
to Teck Cominco, the state of Washington, the Colville Confederated Tribes, the Spokane Tribe,
the Department of Interior agencies, the numerous counties surrounding the Upper Columbia
River, and other stakeholders that we are willing to defer proposing the Upper Columbia River
site for listing on EPA's National Priorities List if Teck Cominco will enter an agreement with
EPA for a remedial investigation and feasibility study (RI/FS) at the site, addressing both human
health and ecological components, consistent with EPA's Superfund Alternative Site guidance.
At our meeting on June 10, 2003, you requested additional time to respond to our request.

EPA believed our June 10th meeting was productive and important. It was helpful to
understand Teck Cominco's history of performing reclamation work at its other mining sites in
Canada and the United States, and also its willingness to try and cooperate with EPA and the
surrounding communities in studying human health effects in the Upper Columbia. At the same
time, it is evident that there remains a large gap between the study you are proposing to fund and
the study we will need to defer a listing decision. I am hopeful that the extra time you requested
will be used productively to bridge that gap.

EPA will allow you until July 18, 2003, to respond to EPA's request that you begin
discussions for a Superfund Alternative agreement, as outlined in EPA's June 2002 guidance
previously provided to you. Let me know if you would like to discuss any aspects of the
guidance with us.

We appreciate your time and efforts in trying to work with EPA and other interested
parties and look forward to meeting with you again soon.

Sincerely,
USEPA SF

Thomas Eaton, Associate Director
Office of Environmental Cleanup
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cc: Walter J. Kuit, Teck Cominco Limited
Doug Horswill, Teck Cominco Limited
Mark Edwards, Teck Cominco Metals Limited-Trail Operations
C. Bruce DiLuzio, Teck Cominco American Incorporated
Thomas A. Campbell, Campbell George & Strong, LLP
Jim Pendowski, WA State Department of Ecology
Jude Van Buren, WA State Department of Health
Joseph Pakootas, Colville Confederated Tribes
Alfred Peone, Spokane Tribe
Board of Commissioners, Ferry County
Board of Commissioners, Grant County
Board of Commissioners, Lincoln County
Board of Commissioners, Okanogan County
Board of Commissioners, Pend Oreille County
Board of Commissioners, Stevens County


